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Coast Guard, DHS § 169.732 

(6) Boots and gloves of rubber or 
other electrically nonconducting mate-
rial; 

(7) A rigid helmet that provides effec-
tive protection against impact; and 

(8) Protective clothing. 
(b) Each vessel 150 feet or greater 

must carry two fireman’s outfits. The 
outfits must be stowed in widely sepa-
rated accessible locations. 

(c) Lifelines must be of steel or 
bronze wire rope. Steel wire rope must 
be either inherently corrosion resistant 
or made so by galvanizing or thinning. 
Each end must be fitted with a hook 
with keeper having a throat opening 
which can be readily slipped over a 5⁄8- 
inch bolt. The total length of the life-
line is dependent upon the size and ar-
rangement of the vessel, and more than 
one line may be hooked together to 
achieve the necessary length. No indi-
vidual length of lifeline may be less 
than 50 feet in length. The assembled 
lifeline must have a minimum break-
ing strength of 1,500 pounds. 

(d) A complete recharge must be car-
ried out for each self-contained breath-
ing apparatus and a complete set of 
spare batteries and bulb must be car-
ried for each flashlight. The spares 
must be stowed in the same location as 
the equipment it is to reactivate. 

(e) Protective clothing must be con-
structed of material that will protect 
the skin from the heat of fire and burns 
from scalding steam. The outer surface 
must be water resistant. 

[CGD 83–005, 51 FR 896, Jan. 9, 1986, as amend-
ed by CGD 86–036, 57 FR 48326, Oct. 23, 1992] 

§ 169.721 Storm sails and halyards (ex-
posed and partially protected 
waters only). 

(a) Unless clearly unsuitable, each 
vessel must have one storm trysail of 
appropriate size. It must be sheeted 
independently of the boom and must 
have neither headboard nor battens. 

(b) Each vessel having headsails must 
also have one storm head sail of appro-
priate size and strength. 

(c) Each vessel must have at least 
two halyards, each capable of hoisting 
a sail. 

§ 169.723 Safety belts. 
Each vessel must carry a harness 

type safety belt conforming to Offshore 

Racing Council (ORC) standards for 
each person on watch or required to 
work the vessel in heavy weather. 

§ 169.725 First aid kit. 
Each vessel must carry an approved 

first aid kit, constructed and fitted in 
accordance with subpart 160.041 of this 
chapter. 

§ 169.726 Radar reflector. 
Each nonmetallic vessel less than 90 

feet in length must exhibit a radar re-
flector of suitable size and design while 
underway. 

MARKINGS 

§ 169.730 General alarm bell switch. 
On vessels of 100 gross tons and over 

there must be a general alarm bell 
switch in the pilothouse, clearly and 
permanently identified by lettering on 
a metal plate or with a sign in red let-
ters on a suitable background: ‘‘GEN-
ERAL ALARM’’ 

§ 169.731 General alarm bells. 
On vessels of 100 gross tons and over 

each general alarm bell must be identi-
fied by red lettering at least 1⁄2 inch 
high: ‘‘GENERAL ALARM—WHEN 
BELL RINGS GO TO YOUR STA-
TION.’’ 

§ 169.732 Carbon dioxide and clean 
agent alarms. 

(a) Each carbon dioxide or clean 
agent fire extinguishing alarm must be 
conspicuously marked: ‘‘WHEN 
ALARM SOUNDS VACATE AT ONCE. 
CARBON DIOXIDE OR CLEAN AGENT 
BEING RELEASED.’’. 

(b) Each entrance to a space storing 
carbon dioxide cylinders, a space pro-
tected by carbon dioxide systems, or 
any space into which carbon dioxide 
might migrate must be conspicuously 
marked as follows: 

(1) Spaces storing carbon dioxide— 
‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE GAS CAN CAUSE 
INJURY OR DEATH. VENTILATE 
THE AREA BEFORE ENTERING. A 
HIGH CONCENTRATION CAN OCCUR 
IN THIS AREA AND CAN CAUSE SUF-
FOCATION.’’. 

(2) Spaces protected by carbon diox-
ide—‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE GAS CAN 
CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH. WHEN 
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ALARM OPERATES OR WINTER-
GREEN SCENT IS DETECTED, DO 
NOT ENTER UNTIL VENTILATED. 
LOCK OUT SYSTEM WHEN SERV-
ICING.’’ The reference to wintergreen 
scent may be omitted for carbon diox-
ide systems not required to have odor-
izing units and not equipped with such 
units. 

(3) Spaces into which carbon dioxide 
might migrate—‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE 
GAS CAN CAUSE INJURY OR DEATH. 
DISCHARGE INTO NEARBY SPACE 
CAN COLLECT HERE. WHEN ALARM 
OPERATES OR WINTERGREEN 
SCENT IS DETECTED VACATE IM-
MEDIATELY.’’ The reference to win-
tergreen scent may be omitted for car-
bon dioxide systems not required to 
have odorizing units and not equipped 
with such units. 

[USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33890, June 7, 2012] 

§ 169.733 Fire extinguishing branch 
lines. 

Each branch line valve of every fire 
extinguishing system must be plainly 
and permanently marked indicating 
the spaces served. 

§ 169.734 Fire extinguishing system 
controls. 

Each control cabinet or space con-
taining valves or manifolds for the var-
ious fire extinguishing systems must 
be distinctly marked in conspicuous 
red letters at least 2 inches high: 
‘‘CARBON DIOXIDE FIRE EXTIN-
GUISHING SYSTEM,’’ ‘‘HALON EX-
TINGUISHING SYSTEM,’’ or ‘‘CLEAN 
AGENT EXTINGUISHING SYSTEM,’’ 
as appropriate. 

[USCG–2006–24797, 77 FR 33890, June 7, 2012] 

§ 169.735 Fire hose stations. 
Each fire hydrant must be identified 

in red letters and figures at least two 
inches high ‘‘FIRE STATION NO. 1,’’ 
‘‘2,’’ ‘‘3,’’ etc. Where the hose is not 
stowed in the open or readily seen be-
hind glass, this identification must be 
placed so as to be readily seen from a 
distance. 

§ 169.736 Self-contained breathing ap-
paratus. 

Each locker or space containing self- 
contained breathing apparatus must be 

marked ‘‘SELF-CONTAINED BREATH-
ING APPARATUS.’’ 

§ 169.737 Hand portable fire extin-
guishers. 

Each hand portable fire extinguisher 
must be marked with a number, and 
the location where it is stowed must be 
marked with a corresponding number. 
The marks must be at least 1⁄2 inch 
high. Where only one type and size of 
hand portable fire extinguisher is car-
ried, the numbering may be omitted. 

§ 169.738 Emergency lights. 
Each emergency light must be 

marked with a letter ‘‘E’’ at least 1⁄2 
inch high. 

§ 169.739 Lifeboats. 
(a) The name and port of the vessel 

marked on its stern as required by 
§ 67.15 of this chapter must be plainly 
marked or painted on each side of the 
bow of each lifeboat in letters not less 
than 3 inches high. 

(b) Each lifeboat must have its num-
ber plainly marked or painted on each 
side of the bow in figures not less than 
3 inches high. The lifeboats on each 
side of the vessel must be numbered 
from forward aft, with the odd numbers 
on the starboard side. 

(c) The cubical contents and number 
of persons allowed to be carried in each 
lifeboat must be plainly marked or 
painted on each side of the bow of the 
lifeboat in letters and numbers not less 
than 11⁄2 inches high. In addition, the 
number of persons allowed must be 
plainly marked or painted on top of at 
least 2 thwarts in letters and numbers 
not less than 3 inches high. 

(d) Each oar must be conspicuously 
marked with the vessel’s name. 

(e) Where mechanical disengaging ap-
paratus is used, the control effecting 
the release of the lifeboat must be 
painted bright red and must have 
thereon in raised letters either the 
words—‘‘DANGER-LEVER DROPS 
BOAT’’, or the words—‘‘DANGER- 
LEVER RELEASES HOOKS’’. 

(f) The top of thwarts, side benches 
and footings of lifeboats must be paint-
ed or otherwise colored international 
orange. The area in way of the red me-
chanical disengaging gear control 
lever, from the keel to the side bench, 
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